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Fig. 1: Map of Nigeria showing the 

South-East geopolitical zone



 Science is defined as “the intellectual and practical activity encompassing the 
systematic study of the structure and behavior of the physical and natural world 
through observation and experiment”.

 Technology on the other hand is the practical application of scientific knowledge to 
the solving of everyday problems. Put differently, technology is a practical problem-
solving enterprise, which is propelled by scientific discovery which in turn is driven by 
societal needs.

 Development could mean different things to different people. For some, it is about 
using the gadgets and energy-sparing devices currently in use in Europe and North 
America, and having access to (often nutritionally poor) western-styled foods.

 For the purposes of this discussion, however, development is:
o The acceleration of economic growth
o The reduction in inequality
o The eradication of absolute poverty

Definition of key terms and concepts



Fig. 2: Scheme showing the interrelationship between science, technology and society



 Science and technology are key drivers to development.

 Development is always linked with technology; and technology happens when there

is advancement in science, leading to economic advances, improvements in

education, health systems, agriculture and infrastructure.

 Clearly science, technology and development are all proportional to each other.

 In fact science and technology are the basic requisites for any successful economy.

 For illustrative purposes, it is important to note that the World Bank estimates that

China, Japan, India, Thailand, Indonesia, South Korea, and Taiwan – all in Asia – would

be seven of the ten largest economies of the world by 2020.

 A few decades ago, all the above countries (except Japan) were rated at par with

Nigeria. Today, with proper investments in science and technology, they have made

ripples across the globe.



 Prof. Alexander Animalu once opined that there is a “technological power vacuum 
in Nigeria waiting to be filled by whichever geo-political zone that cares to mobilize 
its people through dedicated and selfless service”.

 The South-East of Nigeria urgently needs rapid development; it needs to fill the 
said vacuum.

 The region has historical antecedents that suggest it is innately equipped to seize 
the existing opportunities for the betterment of her people.

 Controlling retail trade is not sufficient to bring about the needed development, it 
nonetheless confers crowd-funding advantages on the region.

 Development anywhere necessarily involves:
o Reorganization and reorientation of entire economic and social systems
o Major changes in administrative, institutional and social structures
o Major changes in popular attitudes, customs and beliefs

The meat of the matter



 For science and technology to lead to development, a few basic requirements are    

needed. 

 Some of them are:

- The creation of a social climate favorable to the application of science

- Emphasizing technical and technological education and training

- Promotion of technological sciences and applied research

- Promotion of self-awareness and culture-consciousness

 These are important for as Karl Marx put it, ‘….To assume one basis for life and a
different basis for science is a priori a falsehood….’

 It is important to remember that successful societies have grown their ability to
innovate and conquer their environment by deliberately investing public funds to
finance research and development in critical areas of the society’s need.

 Any city/State/Region in the economically developed world has a plan for the next 20
years or more.

 Development is a product of deliberate planning; it is neither a random/chance event
nor the action(s) of a benevolent creator!



 Ndi-Igbo therefore need a deliberate plan aimed at fast-tracking all-round 

development through science and technology.

 A three-phased plan such as:

o Short-term Plan: 0 – 5 Years – Building the Foundation

o Mid-term Plan: 5 – 15 Years – Leveraging Technology

o Long-term Plan: > 15 Years – Global Competitiveness

has been found to work in many other climes and should work in the South-East.

 In building the foundation, the region must identify the areas where its constituent 

parts have comparative advantage(s).

 For example, Aba in Abia State is renowned for the skills of her inhabitants especially 

in textiles and leather works, and crafts generally. It therefore can serve as a park for 

the development of industries around the existing skills.

 Ngwa-land in Abia State has some of the most fertile ‘flat’ lands in Nigeria and 

currently produces the bulk of the vegetables consumed in the Abia-Imo-Rivers axis. 

With proper investments, the area can produce more and dominate the Nigerian 

market while producing for export



 In Anambra State, Nnewi has shown it can be a hub for technology and fabrication 
especially in the areas of machinery and automobiles. A little deliberate planning 
can turn Nnewi into and industrial and economic powerhouse.

 All of Anambra North Senatorial zone (except perhaps Onitsha) are naturally 
irrigated arable lands that can feed the region is properly harnessed.

 In all of Ebonyi State, arable lands are still used for subsistence agriculture, yet it is 
the only State in the region in the list of top rice producing States. With the right 
investments, Ebonyi can sufficiently feed the region and export the surpluses.

 The solid minerals buried underneath the earth in Ebonyi are so easy to excavate 
that illegal miners have a field day.

 In Enugu State, the agricultural potentials of Uzo-Uwani LGA (which is in fact 
contiguous with Anambra North Senatorial zone) is enormous yet undeveloped.

 The oil-palms in Enugu North Senatorial zone have been left to the care of the local 
palm wine tapper whereas they could yield more than crude oil!

 In Imo State despite the fact that Owerri has more hotels than most state capitals in 
Nigeria, there is no clear-cut plan to develop tourism in the State.

 The agricultural potentials of virtually all the parts of the State can be harnessed.



 I have deliberately not talked about the oil deposits in Abia, Anambra and Imo States. The 
list is necessarily not exhaustive.

More importantly, the popular ‘computer village’ in Lagos is populated chiefly by Igbo 
sons and daughters. Is it impossible to create an ICT hub in the South-East?

 In all these areas, a deliberate plan should include the citing of whole Universities or 
Campuses with relevant Faculties and Colleges, or even Research Centers in close 
proximity with the clusters of interest.

 For example, maybe having the Faculty of Engineering of the Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
and not the College of Medicine located in Nnewi would be better. Blackberry is located 
next door to the University of Waterloo (described as the MIT of Canada). Such close 
proximity encourages and ensures proper synergy between researchers and industry and 
keeps both abreast of their respective needs.

 Specialized Universities and Colleges are sorely needed and they can be built by 
individuals to encourage research and development in the needed areas.

A lot can be done if we deliberately plan. This however requires that as a region we 
recognize the place of thinkers in a society and realize that the average politician is 
interested simply in winning elections and therefore constitutes a major stumbling block.



In a nutshell, the South East should deliberately create 

hubs/clusters for agriculture, health, ICT and industrial 

advancements

Those hubs should be tied to properly funded 

Universities, Polytechnics and Colleges that not only 

produce the needed manpower but also engage in 

scientific research that would drive technological 

advancement

Only deliberate planning and investment in science 

and technology can create the economic revolution 

the region needs



Technology 

and 

Innovation

Fig. 3: Proposed relationship between industry clusters, entrepreneurs, scientists, financiers, governments



Thank you for listening

We need a leadership that is both scientifically 

informed and politically savvy


